Editorial

Dear readers,

This last issue of ALTEX for 2012 strikes a good balance between primary research establishing novel alternative methods
to animal experiments and the presentation of strategies aiming to harness the power of available in vitro alternative methods to improve hazard assessment and risk prediction of
chemicals, drugs, biocides, or cosmetics.
Van den Broek and colleagues present a model of hypertrophic scars, i.e., scars that are raised, itchy, and painful. The
model is based on reconstructed epidermis on a dermal matrix
with adipose derived mesenchymal cells and represents hypertrophic scar formation both microscopically and biochemically. Drugs currently used to treat scars improved a selection of
parameters, and a potential new drug improved a different set
of parameters, suggesting a combination treatment strategy
might be most effective. This model promises an improvement
of the understanding and the treatment of hypertrophic scars.
Sroka et al. report on progress made with the ox-foot-model,
which uses ox feet taken from animals slaughtered for food
production at an abattoir to optimize surgical procedures to
destruct veins by applying energy to the inside of the vein by
laser light. Insights gained from the ox feet have been used to
design trials for the treatment of varicose veins using these
innovative procedures. The manuscript provides a detailed illustrated description of the preparation procedure which has
also been found of use for training purposes. And in their letter
Cánovas and Bird propose the use of converted human AB
serum as a replacement for fetal bovine serum in cancer and
primary endothelial cell line culture.
An animal-free strategy for hazard assessment and risk prediction of chemicals by combining novel technologies into an
iterative process is put forward by Leist et al., and the various
steps are illustrated by examples from the authors’ areas of
research. This approach aims to incorporate data from methods that have not yet been formally validated into the overall
assessment process. Rossini and Hartung provide Food for
thought … on how cells probably have only a limited number
of pathways whose disturbance by toxins will lead to problems
manifesting in toxicity. If key points of these pathways can be
defined, fairly simple cell-based tests that indicate triggering
of these key points can be used to identify unknown toxins.
This strategy is complemented by a t 4 workshop report by
Blaauboer et al. defining how such key points, called “biomarkers of toxicity,” may be defined, what criteria they must ful-

fill, and how their triggering can be extrapolated quantitatively
and regarding kinetic information to in vivo toxicity prediction
to contribute to the overall risk assessment.
Congress reports on Animal Law and Ethics and Linz 2012
as well as workshop reports on practical aspects in the application of new legislation and on improvements for 3Rs in daily
practice as well as Corners and News keep you up to date with
recent prizes and open calls as well as other developments in
this dynamic area.
Looking forward to 2013, the most decisive political development for the field of alternatives to animal experiments
promises to be the implementation of the final ban on animal
testing for cosmetic ingredients, which is due to come into
force on March 11. It is clear that there are currently no validated full replacements to the repeated dose toxicity, reproductive toxicity, and toxicokinetic assays which are to be banned,
and the legislation allows postponement of the ban under these
conditions. Therefore, it is encouraging to read in the response
by the government of Sweden on a stakeholder questionnaire
regarding this ban and its possible postponement: “The ban on
cosmetic testing and marketing of products containing animaltesting ingredients is based on an ethical choice against testing
for cosmetic purposes. The view of the Swedish government
is that the ban should be enforced as planned…the 2013 ban
should remain as an incentive to develop alternative methods”
(http://bit.ly/TNwRSo). The European Commission is expected to put forward a legislative proposal later this year, either to
maintain or delay the 2013 ban. The European Parliament and
Council will then debate and vote on the proposal. We will
keep you posted on this issue.
ALTEX is pleased to announce that Joanne Zurlo, Center for
Alternatives to Animal Testing (CAAT) and Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, has joined our
US editorial office as North Americal Editor. Joanne will introduce herself in the next issue. After the second issue on the
topic of compassion, our German-language journal TIERethik,
which explores the human-animal relationship, has published
a third issue focusing on animal experiments. We would also
like to call your attention to the upcoming issue of ALTEX
Proceedings on the alternatives session at the last Indian Science Conference, which will be published online early 2013.
Thank you for your interest in and loyalty to ALTEX. Season’s greetings and best wishes for a Happy New Year,
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