
ALTEX
24. Jahrgang, Nr. 4

ISSN 0946-7785
253-364 (2007)

4/2007

ALTERNATIVES TO ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION

Annamaria A. Bottini, Patric
Amcoff and Thomas Hartung:

Food for thought … 
on globalisation

Marie-Jeanne W. A. Schiffelers 
et al.: 

Factors stimulating or
obstructing the

implementation of the 3Rs
in the regulatory process

Petra Mayr et al.:
Mensch und Mitgeschöpf
unter ethischem Aspekt.

Rezensionen zu den
Themen: 

Allgemeines zum Tierschutz
Philosophische Ethik

Bioethik
Rechtsfragen und

Rechtsentwicklung
Tierversuche

Isabelle Häner, Gieri Bolliger 
und Antoine F. Goetschel: 

Die Geheimhaltungspflicht
von Mitgliedern der

Tierversuchskommissionen

Linz 2007

Andrew Knight: 
Animal experiments
scrutinised: systematic
reviews demonstrate
poor human clinical and
toxicological utility

Roman Kolar and 
Irmela Ruhdel: 
A survey concerning 
the work of ethics
committees and
licensing authorities 
for animal experiments
in Germany

Martin Balluch and 
Eberhart Theuer:
Trial on personhood for
chimp “Hiasl”

News / Nachrichten
Proceedings / Tagungsberichte
Calendar of events / Termine
Imprint / Impressum

4_07-U1_Titel.qxd  07.12.2007  20:23 Uhr  Seite 1



EDITORIAL ~ _ 

Dear reader, 

only a few months after the 6th World Congress on Alternative 
Methods in Tokyo (you will find an informative report by 
Horst Spielmann in this issue), the authors Bottini, Amcoff 
and Hartung publish the third "Food for thought.. . " article, 
this time on globalisation, which invigorated the scene in 
Tokyo pleasantly. The idea of a formal validation of alternative 
methods has spread from Europe to the USA and Japan, re­ 
cently also to Korea, and first developments are starting in 
China, India, Russia and Brazil. Eleven hypotheses explain 
why the time is now finally ripe for an International Council 
of Validation Bodies. The question Marie-Jeanne Schiffelers 
and her co-authors follow is no less topical: What actually 
happens after the validation? Why are methods that are offi­ 
cially validated not subsequently found in the OECD guide­ 
lines and in the pharmacopoeias? Why does it take so long? 
The implementation of validated methods is still a central 
problem in the area of alternative methods. 
The major part of the December issue is made up of the 

traditional literature review, which takes up 36 pages. This 
was compiled by the new team and the ALTEX section edi­ 
tor Petra Mayr. To tap into current trends we will in future 
also report on literature that is available in the English lan­ 
guage, preferably discussing it both in English and German. 
Our special "No. 4-subscribers" appreciated our last report 
greatly. Of the Linz presentations we have selected three 
contributions for this issue that are certainly not only inter­ 
esting for life scientists: Andrew Knight again debates what 
clinical relevance many animal experiments really have, 
Roman Kolar and Irmela Ruhdel reappraise the work of the 
German animal ethics committees, and Martin Balluch and 
Eberhard Theuer report on a tough struggle for the chim­ 
panzee Matthew (in Austrian: Hiasl), whose mother was shot 
in 1982 by poachers, and who was imported illegally to 
Austria to be "used" for research purposes. He was lucky to 
survive, but now faces being sold or put down, because he 
belongs to a game and fun park which has gone bankrupt. In 
Austria, animals were raised from the legal status of things 
a long time ago, or were they? 
Further, you will find exciting conference reports in this 

issue: next to the report on Tokyo already mentioned above 
a report on the vibes at Linz together with abstracts that were 
received after the printing deadline for the 3/07 issue of 
ALTEX. We report on the anniversary meeting of the 3R Re­ 
search Foundation in Zurich (3Rs = better Science) and 
introduce the topics of a very exciting international syrnpo- 

U2 

sium in Giessen (Suffering and wellbeing of animals). We 
also inform you on the Berlin Retreat (Criteria and limits 
of ethically acceptable animal experiments), which resulted 
in the publication of position papers that are well worth 
reading. 
When we presented our layouter with all the contributions 

for this issue, he raised the alarm: the December issue would 
have been almost 150 pages thick - that we cannot finance. 
So, sadly, we were forced to postpone some excellent con­ 
tributions, which is against our aim of always being up to 
date. Two scientific main articles by Andrew Li will now 
only be published in 1/08 as will further position papers 
from the Berlin Retreat. We ask for your understanding. 
Most of the news section in this issue had to be cut out as did 
the index. Both can be found on our website www.altex.ch 
upon publication of this issue, and both shall also be printed 
in the 1/08 issue. 
We hope that you, dear reader, have had a successful 2007 

and we wish you all the best for 2008 and us all continued 
success in the replacement of animal experiments. 

Sincerely, the ALT EX editorial team 

Sonja von Aulock 

Franz P. Gruber 

S_P~ 
Irene Hagmann 

I~ 
Petra Mayr 

~~«~- 
{,/ 

Carolin Rauter 

c.12~ 
Horst Spielmann 
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» Workshop Alternative Models for 
Animal Research, 
January 24-25, 2008, 
UCLA Campus, 
Los Angeles, CA, USA. 
http://www.oprs.ucla.edu/animal/ 
conference 

» 7th Conference and Workshop on 
Biological Barriers and 
Nanomedicine - Advanced Drug 
Delivery and Predictive 
non vivo Testing Technologies, 
February 20-29, 2008, 
Saarland University, Germany. 
http://www.uni-saarland.de/ 
cellcourse2008 

» Alternatives to Animal Testing: 
New Approaches in the Development 
and Control of Biologicals, 
April 23-24, 2008, 
Hilton Imperial Hotel, 
Dubrovnik1 Croatia. 
http://www.edqm.eu/site/ Alternatives-to­ 
Animal-Testing-Dubrovnik-Croatia- 
259.html 

» 4th International Workshop on the 
Assessment of Animal Welfare at 
Farm and Group Level (WAFL), 
September 10-13, 2008, 
Ghent, Belgium. 
http://www.wafl2008.com 

» 15th Congress on Alternatives to 
Animal Testing - Linz 2008 and 12th 
Annual Meeting of MEGAT - Middle 
European Society for Alternative 
Methods to Animal Testing, 
September 19-21, 2008, 
University of Linz, Austria. 
Kontakt: linz2008@zet.or.at, 
Tel.: +43 (0)732 770325-0, 
http://www.zet.or.at 

» 15th International Congress on in 
vitro Toxicology (ESTIV 2008), 
October 6-9, 2008 
Stockholm/Sweden. 
http://www.estiv2008.org 

» TestSmart DNT 2. 
November 12-14, 2008, 
Hyatt Regency Reston in Reston, 
Virginia, USA. 
http://caat.jhsph.edu/programs/ 
workshops/testsmart 
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Recommend 
ALTEX to others! 
)) Because you know how important it is to be up to date 
with developments in the field of alternative methods. 

)) Because you know that 3R orientated research needs 
a forum to be visible. 

)) And because you know that only a solid subscriber 
base can ensure the continued existence of ALTEX in the 
long term. 

)) Animal welfare organisations, students and subscribers 
from outside Europe and Eastern European countries 
may ask for special subscription rates; journalists can order 
a free press subscription. 

Give ALTEX 
as a gift 

Order of O a normal subscription (75 €), 0 student subscription (35 €), 0 institution, company or library subscription (150 €) 
New: The price now includes postage (4 issues within Europe) and VAT. 
Subscription Service and Distribution: ALTEX, Postfach l 00125, D-7840 l Konstanz, Germany, abo@altex.ch 

O Yes, I have recommended ALTEX to a friend. 
Please send the next four issues of ALTEX to the following 
address. As soon as the new subscriber settles his bill, I will 
receive a year's subscription for free! 

Date/Sig_nature 

My address: 

Surname 

First name 

Postal address 

Postal code/Town/Country 

O Yes, I would like to give ALTEX as a gift. 
Please send the next four issues of ALTEX to the following 
address. I will not be billed for the first year, only for the 
second and following years. 

Date/Sig_nature 

New subscriber: 

Surname 

First name 

Postal address 

Fax (Switzerland): 
Fax (Germany): 

+41-44 422 8010 
+49-7531 25833 

Postal code/Town/Country 

I can revoke the subscription by fax within 14 days. 
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